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BowHunting
By: Gary L. Brunberg

Jessica Sigel, now 17, graduated from Millard South High 
School this past December (2010).   Having been on the 

honor roll all through home schooling and high school, it 
shows that she approached her schoolwork with dedication 
and hard work just like she approached softball, archery, and 
bow hunting.  Jessica has hunted with her dad, Rod, since 
she was three years old, and, as you will see, it has aided her 
nicely in the programs that she became a part of when she 
got older.  

Jessica’s mom, Dawn, told me that Jess has a giving heart 
and is always trying to find ways to bless others.  This has 
been evident in her adopting and helping an elderly neighbor, 
helping with the Ted Nugent Kamp For Kids every June, 
and yearly teaching young children how to shoot a bow at 
the local sports show, Junior Olympic Archery Development 
(JOAD) classes and the Omaha Big Buck Classic.

I wrote an article about Jessica in the International Hunters 
Education Association (IHEA) Journal two years ago (Vol. 9, 
No. 4, Winter 2009) after recognizing that she was a dedicated 
and very ambitious bowhunter.  Since that time, she has 
continued her drive toward all of her personal goals for 
hunting, as well as her goals for life.  She has also continued to 
impress members of the local bow hunting community with 
her hard work to ensure the future of bow hunting.  

Jessica joined the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission’s 
Mentored Youth Hunt when she was 13.  Because she had 
been hunting so long with her dad, she was able to help the 
mentors with teaching bow hunting to the kids just entering 

an important part in her life.  
I asked Jess if she had a message for youngsters who are 

approaching their teen years.  
She said, “Hunting is a way of learning new things, has 

created patience within myself, taught me how to respect 
wildlife, and mostly, has kept me out of trouble!”  She 
continued, “Although it (hunting) does take a lot of patience, 
archery hunting is a sport you can carry with you your whole 
life and pass on to future generations.  You make great friends 
and have a thrill you’ve never thought possible.”  

Just recently, January 15, 2011, Jessica was awarded the 
Safari Club International’s Youth Hunter of the Year Award.  
Soon thereafter, she received a $1,000 scholarship from the 
Nebraska Bowhunters Association.  Somehow I don’t believe 
these will be the last awards that Jessica will receive.  She 
is one of millions of outstanding young people today who 
we never hear about in the media. This assures me that the 
future of America and the future of hunting will be in good 
hands. 

Gary Brunberg
7509 So. 170th St, Omaha, NE  68136
402-689-8662 glbrunberg@live.com 

Marilyn Bentz 
Exec. Dir./NBEF 
479-649-9036

Jessica Sigel

Jessica Sigel with the unique buck that she shot in 2008.  A larger buck came 
within range, but Jess passed on him when she saw this one following it.  

Preserving the Sport of
the program.  According to her mentor, 
Kevin Markt, when it comes to scouting a 
new hunting area, setting up and taking 
down tree stands, showing other kids 
how to properly field dress a deer, and 
teaching hunter’s ethics, responsibility 
and shot placement to the other kids, 
Jessica was always there to help.  One 
would think that it would be difficult to 
help experienced bow hunting mentors 
with teaching so many young people new 
to hunting, but it is not.  Jessica was aided 
by her experiences from accumulating a 
game list of 41 does, 6 bucks (4 with Pope 
and Young status) 15 turkeys, numerous 
rabbits, squirrels and fish (bow fishing).  
Jess and her family also enjoy snagging 
paddlefish.  

Now that Jessica is out of high school, she 
wants to attend Metropolitan Community 
College in Omaha, Nebraska, graduate, 
and then enter the Police Academy for 
a 21-week program.  She then wants to 
attend Chadron State College majoring 
in criminal justice.  Jessica ultimately 
wants to join the police force.  Once out 
of school, Jessica wants to become a bow 
hunter education instructor and become 
a mentor in the same Nebraska Game and 
Parks Mentoring Program that had such 
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Jessica with one of the 13 does that she shot in the 2010 
season accompanied by one of the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission (NGPC) mentors, Neil Chandler.  
Jessica believes strongly in the Quality Deer Management 
Association principles.  She hunts areas with high 
populations of deer whenever she can to take does to thin 
the herd. She allows young bucks to walk.  

Right: Jessica Sigel with her NGPC mentor, 
Kevin Markt, after she received her 
SCI Youth Hunter of the Year Award, 
January 15, 2011.

Above: This is Jessica showing a young child just 
how to hold and shoot a bow at the Omaha Big 
Buck Classic.  

Above: Jessica at the Omaha Big Buck Classic helping 
to ensure the future of archery and bowhunting. 

Jessica knows how to shoot a bow and is an outstanding 
example to a new generation of bowhunters.

BowHuntingPreserving the Sport of
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Imagine that you have graduated high school and you are 
about to begin the next step in your formal education, or 
that you have already started college or a post-high-school 
vocational school. The tuition bills, as you can imagine, 
are big.  Suddenly, you have been given a chance to win a 
scholarship simply by writing about some of your favorite 
subjects, like shooting and hunting.

This is exactly the opportunity extended to employees of 
Voting Member companies in the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, and to their family members.

The NSSF, the trade association for the firearms and 
ammunition industry, has awarded $25,000 in scholarship 
funds to those winners in its annual essay contest.

The top two essays focused on a father helping his daughter 
get started in the shooting sports and on a real-life scenario 
involving home protection and the meaning of the Second 
Amendment.

More than 50 employees of NSSF Voting Member companies 
or their qualified family members submitted applications and 
essays on one of four topics offered for consideration for 22 
scholarships provided by NSSF. NSSF makes the scholarships 
available as a means of thanking Voting Members for their 
substantial financial support of NSSF and its efforts to 
promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting 
sports.

“We take great pleasure in awarding these scholarships 

NSSF

Topics include hunting, shooting and the Second Amendment

By: Bill Brassard, NSSF Director, Communications

because they recognize not only our Voting Member 
companies but also young people who express so well what 
the freedom to hunt and shoot means to them personally 
and to our country,” said Bettyjane Swann, NSSF director of 
member services. “The judges were quite impressed with this 
year’s entries.”

Taking the Grand Prize in the essay-evaluation process, 
and thus earning a $3,000 scholarship, was University 
of Michigan’s Rachel Papendick, whose father Rick is an 
employee of Olin Corporation/Winchester Ammunition. 
Rachel’s well-written essay recalls her introduction to the 
shooting sports, her frustrations and disappointments, and 
the loving encouragement provided by her father. Said one 
judge, “Engaging. The writer provides many good details of 
her learning experience. Well done!”

Taking the First Prize and earning a $2,000 scholarship was 
Dayna Stevenson, who attends Westminster College. Her 
father, Kenton R. Stevenson, works for ATK. Dayna’s essay 
recounts a frightening incident in which potential home 
intruders were deterred thanks to the presence of a firearm 
in the home. Said one judge, “The writer recalls this dramatic, 
real-life experience using taut, spare language. Thrilling.”

Students were invited to choose from four essay topics: 
Why Hunting is Important to Rural Businesses; Social Media 
and the Outdoor World; Prime Time--Families Enjoying the 
Outdoors Together; and The True Meaning of the Second 
Amendment.

Twenty other students earned $1,000 scholarships. 
View the entire list of scholarship winners at  http://www.
nssf.org/eNewsletters/membernews/Links/0811/2011
ScholarshipWinners.cfm and read the excellent essays 
submitted by the top two finishers (http://www.nssf.org/
eNewsletters/membernews/Links/0811/TopEssays.cfm) and 
two of the runners-up (http://www.nssf.org/eNewsletters/
membernews/Links/0811/runners-upEssays.cfm).

               Awards Scholarships
                      to 22 Essay Writers
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Topics include hunting, shooting and the Second Amendment
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NRA
Becoming An

Youth Ambassador
My story begins on a farm in the Platte River Valley of 

Nebraska.  I am an only child whose early days were spent 
helping my parents take care of the crops and cattle, as 
well as playing with the various “pets” my father would 
find for me.

Now, most elementary-age girls are interested in Barbie 
dolls, horses, and writing notes to the cute boys in class; 
I must admit that I was also involved with those things 
(except the note writing), but I was also interested in 
learning to shoot.  I started out shooting BB gun in a local 
4-H club and progressed to air rifle and air pistol.  My 4-H 
coach recommended that I try out for the Junior Olympic 
Shooting Championships; after years of work I became 
the 2010 Women’s Air Pistol and Women’s Sport Pistol 
Champion at the Junior Olympics.  And you never know 
what opportunities such achievements will provide.

While sitting in my college dorm room at the University 
of Nebraska in Lincoln on a chilly day in September, I 
received a message from USA Shooting that I was chosen 
to be the organization’s representative for the NRA/
BROWNELLS’ Youth Ambassador Program.  The duties 
were explained to me; I would need to attend the SHOT 

By: Courtney Anthony (20) Show in Las Vegas, Nevada, in January and the NRA Annual 
Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in April.  

I had read about the SHOT Show for several years, and I 
had seen pictures of USA Shooting National Team members 
sitting at booths there; I wondered if USA Shooting would 
ever call on me to go to the Show.  Suddenly, my dream was 
coming true!  My parents agreed that becoming one of the 
NRA’s Youth Ambassadors was a fantastic idea, so I made 
arrangements concerning schoolwork and prepared to fly to 
the Entertainment Capitol of the World.

Las Vegas has been made famous through television, and 
when I entered the city, it was everything Hollywood made it 
out to be.  There was the gorgeous Luxor pyramid, towering 
Caesar’s Palace, and Treasure Island with the ragged sails of 
its pirate ship.  Of course, casinos and fancy hotels were not 
the main draw for the attendees of the SHOT Show; when I 
arrived, the excitement was at Media Day.  When I say Media 
Day, think of a candy store; in this candy store, instead of 
confections, there are firearms of all sorts, and you can try 
as many as you desire.  It was a fantastic day, and the people 
there were very kind.  If I wanted to test one of the guns, 
there were people at my side wanting to show me the ins 
and outs of the product; it was a little piece of gunpowder-
scented paradise.

The SHOT Show convention was immense!  A person could 

Right: U.S. National Pistol Championships
in Fort Benning, Georgia.   

Below: Testing some of the 
products at the SHOT Show.  
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find everything from precision target rifles and pistols to law 
enforcement tactical gear.  There were also a few celebrities 
amongst the crowd; R. Lee Ermey from the History Channel 
was signing autographs (guess how long that line was!), and 
I even met Steven Seagal!  If anyone does not know who 
Steven Seagal is, ask someone who enjoys action movies from 
the late ‘80s and early ‘90s.

The ambassadors were assigned the task of each finding a 
couple of products to test.  I was able to find a pair of law 
enforcement boots and a target pistol to test.  It was a lot of 
fun to work with the company representatives at the show 
and then actually test the products and write reviews of them.  
Our reviews were featured in the NRA InSights magazine.

The SHOT Show was an amazing experience, and Las Vegas 
is a very interesting town for all ages.  I would love to go back 
to Vegas and to SHOT Show; there will always be something 
new to see.

At the end of April, I packed up again and set off for the NRA 
Annual Meetings in Pittsburgh.  The Pittsburgh convention 
took up two floors of the David E. Lawrence Convention Center, 
but it was smaller than the SHOT Show.  The ambassadors 
assisted with an auction on the first night.  The next couple of 
days were passed helping with raffles, checking out the many 
booths, and seeing more celebrities!  We met and talked with 
Kim Rhode, five-time Olympic shotgun medalist, and Dave 

Buttz, former NFL player and Super Bowl champion.  We 
also attended seminars and talks given by Ted Nugent, 
Jeff Foxworthy, and Mike Huckabee.  It was a lot of fun, 
and we all had a lot of laughs.

It was great to see so many people in one spot supporting 
the National Rifle Association and the shooting sports as a 
whole.  I had a great time in Las Vegas and Pittsburgh and 
loved hanging out with my fellow Youth Ambassadors.  
The only unfortunate thing is that I will not be able to 
attend the conventions again next year as a Youth 
Ambassador; however, once a person is named a Youth 
Ambassador from the NRA and Brownells, that person is 
always an ambassador for the shooting sports.  It is now 
my responsibility to tell people about shooting sports and 
show them that shooting and hunting are great pastimes 
that people of all ages can enjoy for many years.

I am currently 20 years old.  I am still shooting air pistol 
and a little .22 sport pistol.  I am a member of the United 
States National Development Team in air pistol, and I 
shoot on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Intramural 
Rifle Club (I’m the lone pistol shooter).  I just returned 
from the U.S. National Pistol Championships in Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, and am ranked fourth in the nation in 
women’s air pistol.  These pictures are from Nationals.

NRA
Becoming An

“The SHOT Show convention was 
immense!  I even met Steven Seagal!”   

Left: The NRA Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh.   

Youth Ambassador
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 A Tour of the

As a United States athlete competing in the sport of men’s 
skeet, there are several things that you rely on heavily: 
training, coaching, fitness, and equipment.  In the shooting 
sport of skeet, I rely most on my glasses, my shotgun, and the 
shells I shoot. My glasses are Oakley, my 12-gauge shotgun 
is a Krieghoff with a Hiviz recoil pad, and I shoot Winchester 
ammunition.

My shotgun is a Krieghoff K-80.  I think it’s the best in 
the world.  I have recently had the opportunity to tour the 
Krieghoff factory in Ulm, Germany, when I was training for the 
World Championship.   I was awestruck by the craftsmanship, 
quality, 125-year history, and five generations of dedication.  
There are several multi-generation families that work at 
Krieghoff.  One of those is Peter Brass.  Peter is a second-
generation Krieghoff employee. Peter’s father is known across 
Europe as being one of the most knowledgeable persons in the 
firearms industry. You can just see the pride when they talk 
about Krieghoff firearms.  We met Mr. Dieter Krieghoff (4th 
Generation) and Mr. Phil Krieghoff (5th Generation).  Dieter 

Krieghoff is at the Krieghoff offices in Ottsville, Pennsylvania, 
and he heads Krieghoff operations in the United States.  Phil 
Krieghoff is based at the Krieghoff factory in Ulm, Germany.          

The first stop on our tour was where the apprentices train.  
The Krieghoff apprenticeship is several years of training.  I 
thought it was interesting that each Krieghoff apprentice 
makes their own tools.  The pride in workmanship radiates 
throughout the Krieghoff factory.  The words “good enough” 
do not exist.  It’s either precise or it’s not.  Their tolerances 
are amazing.

In the stock works area, it was fun to see some of the special 
wood from around the world.  The engraving area was my 
favorite - all the little intricate tools they use to create a work 
of art on both sides of each receiver.  The Krieghoff engravers 
are very talented. 

A shotgun is the instrument of our sport.  I shoot a Krieghoff 
K-80 because of its reliability.  When I train with Kim Rhode 
in California, we may shoot as many as 1,250 targets a day, 
for several days in a row.  My K-80 never fails. I can rely on 

Krieghoff Factory
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By: Jon Michael McGrath II

Krieghoff Factory

its performance. I’m still shooting the same shotgun I was 
shooting when I was 12 years old.  

While we were in Ulm, Germany, we had the opportunity 
to shoot at an indoor shotgun range.  I had never seen one 
before.  It seemed a little different to me than being in the wide 
open spaces.  It was a lot of fun. Just be sure and take your 
hearing protection.   The MÜLLER SCHIESS ZENTRUM ULM is a 
$50 million facility with skeet, bunker trap, and several other 
shotgun sport games under one roof.  Their pistol and rifle 
facilities are equally impressive, and their graphic technology 
was nothing like I had ever seen before.  

The history of Germany and their historic buildings were also 
fun to see.  I still don’t see how they built them so tall in the 
11th century without the aid of a sky crane.  The engineering 
and detail of the structures in Germany is something to see.  
One of my best friends and teammate, Vincent Hancock, and 
I have a ball with world history.  My dad and our coach, Craig 
Hancock, have a hard time staying up with us. 

Germany has a rich Olympic history hosting three Olympic 
Games: 1936 summer and winter games and the 1972 summer 
games.  We competed in 2010 at the Olympic Shooting Park 
in Munich.  This year we are training at the Olympic Shooting 
Park prior to competing at the 2011 World Championship in 
Belgrade, Serbia.  The Olympic Shooting Park in Munich is one 
of my favorites. 

Editor’s Note:  In 2010, Jon Michael McGrath II became the 
first American to win the Gold Medal for the United States at 
the World Shooting Championship for junior men’s skeet at 
the Olympic Shooting Park in Munich, Germany. 

Above: Old-style engraving is still alive in the engraving 
shop.

Left: Dieter Krieghoff and Jon Michael McGrath.

Fine checkering on the pistol grip is a real art.

Buffing the stock to achieve that high glossy shine

The final touches on the stock with a chisel.
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By: Ty Weaver (15)

Planning Ahead -

Here in East Texas, archery season opened October 2nd, 
an early season for us piney woods rooters! I shot a 

very nice buck at 10:05 a.m. opening morning from a stand 
that Dad and I hung four years ago. It was the first time that 
I could hunt the stand due to abnormal conditions, meaning 
that we finally had a drought that allowed me to get to the 
stand that was hung during very dry conditions at the end of 
deer season four years prior.

It all started at the end of the 2006 deer season when 
this area was in a drought. This allowed Dad and me the 
opportunity to explore the swamp and creek area of our 
hunting lease. In normal conditions, this area was under 
water or extremely boggy preventing safe and silent access 
to the area. We entered the dry swamp along the creek 
edge and were amazed at the tremendous amount of buck 
sign, huge rubs, old scrapes, and fresh tracks. We followed 
the creek for almost a mile when Dad grabbed me by the 
shoulder and pointed to a nice buck crossing the creek. He 
was a monster and had no idea we were in his playground. 
The creek crossing was heavily used and no doubt the best 
deer sign on the property. I pointed at two trees 20 yards 
downwind of the crossing, and Dad and I came up with the 
same idea. We need to hang two stands in one of those trees! 
We knew that it was a gamble and we may never get to hunt 
the stands, but we had to plan ahead!

We hiked out of the bottom and gathered up two lock-
on stands and a pole saw and made our way back to the 
bottom. On the way back, we noticed more buck sign that we 
overlooked the first time. In my mind, I was already dreaming 
about Mr. Big crossing the creek while I’m at full draw perched 
in my new location. My dreaming stopped when the sky 
opened up. I’ve never seen it rain so hard. We had to hang 
the stands fast and get out of the bottom. After this rain, we 
would not be able to get back to this spot for quite some time, 
if ever. The stands were set, trimming complete, and we were 
soaked to the bone and walking out in ankle-deep water with 
the rain continuing to pour down. 

Several deer seasons and a hurricane came and went. We 
just could not get in that bottom until 2010! The closer that 
archery season came, the more excited I got. It was dry, and 
if the rains hold off, playground here we come. On several 
occasions before opening day, Dad and I contemplated the 
idea of sneaking down to the stands to check on them and 
replace the straps and pegs. However, we were concerned 
about our scent pushing the deer. We decided to gamble and 
wait until opening morning. The plan was to take in fresh 
pegs and replacement straps two hours before daylight and 
sit all day. Everything was going according to plan until we 
arrived at the stands and Dad realized that he only had one 
replacement tree stand strap with him. Okay, plan B: replace 
one strap and set me in the stand and Dad hikes back out. You 
just can’t trust a four-year-old strap! This was the first time 
that I hunted without my dad by my side. We’re partners, and 
we always hunt together filming each other’s adventures.

At daybreak, several deer crossed the creek 20 yards to my 
right. Thirty minutes later, a spike and a doe crossed at the 
same place. I turned to see where they were going once they 
crossed the creek and saw a big buck on the other side of the 
creek. My heart was pounding, and I thought this was going to 
be my chance. He was heading right for the crossing but never 
crossed. He turned and walked right back where I first spotted 
him and disappeared. My heart sank. For the first time at 10 
a.m., I hung my BowTech Destroyer on my bow hook and put 
my head in my hands to rest my eyes. Snap! A broken twig 
snapped to my right. I slowly looked in that direction and 
spotted antlers. He was behind enough cover to allow me to 
get ready for the shot. The buck turned to his right like he 
was going to walk away from me and then suddenly turned 
back on a fast pace right toward me. He was almost out of my 
shooting lane and into the thick brush when I bleated at him 

Hunting Texas
    Whitetail

while I was at full draw. He stopped but on a hard quartering 
on angle at 23 yards. Only because I have so much confidence 
in my equipment, I touched the release. The Destroyer sent 
the Victory shaft and Magnus 125-grain Stinger through 
the buck and into the ground. The buck jumped straight 
up, veered to his left, staggered for 30 yards, and fell! I let 
out a shout! I called my dad on the cell phone, and I could 
hardly speak. Dad kept saying, “Don’t unhook your harness, 
DON’T UNHOOK YOUR HARNESS UNTIL I GET THERE!” And I 
kept saying, “He’s a monster! HE’S A MONSTER!” As soon as I 
spotted Dad running through the woods toward me, I couldn’t 
get down that tree fast enough.

This was my best buck with a bow! He may not be a giant 
antler-wise, but he was heavy and mature. I know that he 
never expected someone to be in his playground! Planning 
ahead worked even if it took four years! This stand will rest 
until the next drought, and we will try and repeat! By the way, 
I was wearing my HECS (Human Energy Concealment System) 
suit www.hecsllc.com. Dad and I have been using it all season, 
and it works! I’m telling you, it works! 
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Top left: The trail below the tree stand. 
Top right: The double tree stand for Ty 
and his dad. Center: The creek bottom. 
Bottom left: It was a mighty nice buck 
Ty got that day. Bottom: Magnus 
broadhead arrows.   

Planning Ahead -

Hunting Texas
    Whitetail

“Every kid is waiting to be 
invited outdoors. Ask them!”

Your Buddy, Ty 
Ty Weaver
tyweaver13@yahoo.com

Team BowTech
www.bowtecharchery.com
Writer / Video BowTube
www.bowtube.com
Writer: Junior Shooters magazine
www.juniorshooters.net
Barnes Bullets Advisory Staff
www.barnesbullets.com
Victory Archery
www.victoryarchery.com
Magnus Pro Staff
www.magnusbroadheads.com
Team Limcroma Safaris
www.Limcroma.com
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By: Aaron Goodfellow

This phrase is not something one normally hears from their 
eight-year-old son, but it is what I heard one day after coming 
home from work.  Before I get too deep into that, I need to 
give some background on my family.  I was raised in a family 
that immersed my siblings and me deep into the gun culture.  
Throughout my childhood it seemed as though we were not 
having fun unless there were guns around.  Many 
of my early memories involve the family and 
some type of shooting.    

Many good times were had at the 
various competitions that my dad 
shot in.  I remember going to all 
sorts of events from bullseye, 
to 3-Gun, and everything 
else in between.  One year 
I was able to raise money 
for scout camp by working 
at a state championship 
high power match.  At 
age 11, I started shooting 
competitively myself, and 20 
years later I am still shooting 
competitions.   I have been a 
match director at the local gun 
club for the last eight years and 
am currently serving as the club 
president.

So you can see that guns and the 
gun culture are very much part of my 
life and consequently my family’s life.  I have 
four boys and one girl.  Their names are Barrett (8), 
Dillon (7), Thompson (7), Maggie (4), and Wilson (2).  If their 
names are not a tip-off to my personal love of guns, I am not 
sure what is.  The three oldest frequently come to the range 
with me.   They help reset stages, pick brass, and if they are 
good, we do a little shooting.  Taking the boys to the range 
also gives mom a much needed break from the chaos that 
three little boys can cause.  With all this time around guns, 
you can see that an observant kid might start to pick up on 
some things.  

When Barrett told me he had made a gun, I realized how 
smart and observant he is.  When I came home, he greeted 
me and took me to his work area.  He was really excited to 
show me his project.  Not only had he created a pistol, but 
he had also made a holster, three functional magazines, and 
a magazine pouch. To top it all off, he had added belt loops so 

that he could wear his pistol gear just like I do when I am 
shooting.

To say that I was amazed is a huge 
understatement.  Barrett had created his 

gear with no prompting from his mother 
or me.  As you can see, he is very good 

with Legos, and once the idea came 
to him, it just flowed.  The only idea 

I gave him was to add the rear 
sight on the pistol. All other credit 
is his alone.  On the pistol, you 
will notice that it is a full-size gun 
with many desirable features.  He 
designed it with ambidextrous 
magazine release, high-capacity 
magazines to hold more rounds, 

a safety for left-handed shooters, 
and a functional trigger.  
Since the original design, he 

has also found a nice box to store 
everything in so he even has a gun 

case like dad does. While we were taking 
pictures, Barrett suddenly got a concerned 

look on his face.  I asked him what was wrong, 
and he said, “I should be wearing safety glasses while I 

shoot!” This is another great observation by the eight-year-
old in the family.  

This whole experience has been very gratifying for me as a 
parent and a shooter.  Barrett’s hands are finally getting big 
enough for him to start shooting some of the events with me.  
I thought that day would never come, but here it is and I could 
not be happier.  I look forward to sharing his experiences with 
you in the future.

Like Father 
     Like Son
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      Kayle Browning 

Eighteen-year-old Wooster, Arkansas resident and Olympic Games hopeful, Kayle 
Browning won the gold medal and national title in Open Women’s Trap at the USA 
Shooting National Championships.  

Kayle earned her spot in Sunday’s final round by shooting 231 out of 250 targets 
in the four-day event leading up to the final 25-target match.  In the final match, she 
won with a top score of 23 out of 25 targets, resulting in a score of 254, setting a new 
national record for this event.

Joining Kayle on the podium were Miranda Wilder, 17, of Diana, Texas, and 19-year-
old Rachael Heiden of Clinton, Michigan.  Miranda won the silver medal with a final 
score of 253, and Rachael won bronze with 252.  In addition to their gold and silver 
medals, Kayle and Miranda won the right to represent the United States in the Pan 
American Games to be held in Guadalajara, Mexico, this October.  Over 6,000 athletes 
from 42 countries will compete in these games.

The USA Shooting National Championships were held at the US Olympic Training 
Center located in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  The Lady’s Trap Championship match 
is a 250-target match open to women of all ages, shot across four days.  At the end of 
the fourth day, the athletes with the top six scores move on to the 25-target final.  The 
athlete with the highest combined score wins the gold medal.

After day one of the match, Kayle and Rachael were tied for the lead.  At the end of day 
two, Kayle was in the lead by only one bird.  Kayle finished the 250-target event down 
by six targets sitting tied for third place.  In the final round, Kayle rallied, breaking 23 
of the 25 targets despite strong 30-mph winds and some tough competition - including 
army shooter Teri Dewitt and 2008 Olympic bronze medalist, Corey Cogdell - and won 
the championship. 

As a result of her win, Kayle received the Barbara Thomas Award, which represents 
excellence in women’s Olympic trap shooting.  Kayle’s name will be inscribed on the 
Women’s National Match trophy housed in the Olympic training center.

Olympic trap is also known as “ international trap” or “bunker trap” in the United 
States and is considered to be much more difficult than American trap due to the speed 
of the targets and more intense angles.  

Kayle will be trying out for the 2012 Summer Olympic Games in two selection 
matches: the first in September 2011 and the second in February 2012.  Although only 
one female athlete will get to compete in trap, winning the National Championship will 
certainly help build Kayle’s momentum going into these matches.    

By: Tammy Browning

Women’s Trap National Champion 2011



 

 

Mike Gibson Manufacturing, Inc.
208 454 0555     www.mgmtargets.com

Proudly Serving 
Competitive Shooters, 

Military and Law Enforcement 
since 1994 

49Volume 10 Winter 2011



50 www.juniorshooters.net

By: Hayden Hixson (16) 
Right after they were done setting up for the shoot-off 

for the MGM Ironman 2011 in Parma, Idaho, they allowed 
people to pay $20 and shoot it with a friend for fun. So 
I went up to one of my friends who also shoots and writes 
for Junior Shooters magazine and told him, “We have to do 
it.” Moments later, one of my sponsors, Matt Burkett from 
Predator Tactical, came up to me and said, “I’m paying for 
you. Go find somebody to shoot against.”  I got really excited 
and grabbed my guns and ran down there.  I got all set 
and walked back and got into my zone. Danny, 
who I was shooting against, likes to get 
into my head so he started to talk 
to me and make jokes, and I was 
laughing on the inside because 
I was ready to beat him. 

Beep, the timer went 
off, and we both ran to 
our first gun, the pistol, 
and then our second, 
the rifle, and last, our 
third was shotgun – 
well, mine at least. 
As I finished, I looked 
back and noticed 
that he was now on 
his second gun. I 
felt really good that I 
beat him because we 
have been wondering 
who was better for a 
while, and we just found 
out. Then they closed it 
and said it was time for the 
real shoot-off, and I got mad 
because I knew I didn’t make it. 

They called out the Top Lady, and it 
was Katie Harris. I said to myself, “Wow. 
I lost to a girl.” She was a junior, too, and the 
current top junior 3-Gun competitor in the country, and 
I knew she had to have beaten me if she got Top Lady. They 
called out Top Junior, Hayden Hixson, and I got up and was in 
shock and just walked down there, and then this voice from 
behind yelled, “Try to look like you’re having fun!” I turned 
around and started to laugh. 

They began to tell us all the rules about the shoot-off 
between the Top Lady’s team (Team Harris) and the Top 
Junior’s team (Team Hixson) and what to do, but the whole 

I Was In The Shoot-off

time I wasn’t even paying attention. I was too scared 
wondering what I would do if I got beat by a girl. Then they 
told me I was the captain, and I thought, “Sweet, I get to tell 
them what they get to shoot.” The two people I picked were a 
really good choice because one of them is a very good pistol 
shooter, so I said, “Okay. You shoot the pistol, the FNH FNX-
9.” The other guy has the same shotgun I use which is used in 
the shoot-off, the FNH SLP, so he shot that, and that left me 

to shoot the FNH SCAR, which is the rifle I compete with 
in regular competition. We got in a line in the 

order we were going to shoot because 
we had to tag the hand of the next 

person once we had knocked 
down our targets. 

We started with the pistol. 
You had to start in a box 

and run to the pistol box, 
pick up the pistol, and 

engage four big poppers 
and then a six-plated 
plate rack and then 
another set of four 
big poppers. When 
you knocked those 
down, you had to run 
back and tag the next 
guy. Then that person 
had to run and pick up 

the rifle at which time 
they could engage their 

targets standing up or 
kneeling. You had to shoot 

the IPSC AR targets twice 
and three flashers in the back 

once. Then you had to jump up 
and tag the next guy who had to pick 

up the shotgun and engage six clay birds 
stationary on a post. And the last target was a 

cross-over target – whoever’s target fell down first won. 
We were about to start! That’s when I had brain overload, 

and my heart never beat faster. I was on camera. Then I 
thought that everybody was thinking about what I was doing, 
and my mind went crazy. I thought of two of my instructors, 
Matt Burkett and Travis Gibson. One of the biggest things they 
both tell me is to breathe, and so I did. I thought of what I was 
going to do and how I was going to do it. Then the horn went 
off, and I was breathing and concentrating. And when it came 

At The
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I Was In The Shoot-off
down to me, I ran as hard as I could 
and stopped right before the gun. 
I picked it up, took a knee, and 
shot as quickly and accurately as 
I could, and it worked. I finished, 
and then I remembered I had to 
run back and tag the next person. 
I tagged him, and he took off and 
was on the last target. And I knew 
we had it. It felt so good to hear 
“Team Hayden is the winner.” I 
just had the best feeling inside. 
I walked over and told Katie and 
her team they did an amazing job. 
Then they took a picture of Team 
Hixson and Team Harris. I was 
never happier in my life. Here I am 
holding a $500 check as big as me. 
Now that was a good match!

Above left: Hayden on 
Stage 7 at the MGM 
Ironman 2011 shooting 
the FNH SCAR-16. 
Hayden’s rifle, the SCAR, 
and Hayden’s shotgun, 
the FNH SLP 12-gauge, 
were both provided 
by “Junior Shooters” 
magazine as a result of 
FNH’s sponsorship of 
“Junior Shooters.” Above 
right: Katie Harris is 
an outstanding 3-Gun 
competitor and the 
Ladies Champion for the 
MGM Ironman 2011. 
She was the captain of 
the opposing team in 
the shoot-off.  Photo 
by: Yamil Sued. Left 
center: Hayden with 
Mark Hannish from 
FNH (“Junior Shooter’s” 
largest firearm sponsor) 
holding his winning 
check in the FNH 3-Gun 
Nation’s Team Shoot-off 
at the MGM Ironman 
2011. 
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MGM's Junior Shooter Camp

By: Millisecond Molly (15)

At the MGM Junior Shooting Camp this year, I had 
such a fantastic time that I want to share some of the 
highlights! 

We had amazing instructors who we were fortunate 
enough to cycle through and learn from.   Phil Strader’s 
stage was action-packed! We learned about how to move 
to a target, while keeping our guns up. That way you have 
your sights mostly acquired and you’re on target! It was 
tricky at first, but with the drills Phil used, we were pros 
by the end of the session! Some of you may be wondering 
what sort of techniques Phil uses to get his students to be 
so successful in their shooting. Well…I…ok, just look at 
the picture. 

Cowboy quick draw? Or BJ Norris quick draw? On day 
two, my squad was definitely working on the BJ Norris 
quick draw. From what I heard, my squad lucked out; BJ 
had some of the junior shooters on full army march! One-
two-three-four-DRAW-two-three-four. And sprinting. BJ 
recorded our average draw speed at the beginning of the 
class and then again at the end. We all improved! By a LOT! 
It’s outstanding to see what just a few hours of practicing 
with a pro can do! He had us work on hand placement 
when the start position is “Wrists above shoulders.” We 
had to think: Was that the best place to put our hands?

Manny Bragg (AKA Squad Leader Extraordinaire) 
started my squad on the first day. He was teaching us how 
to shoot something many shooters aren’t particularly 
fond of, (and not those squirrels in your yard) swinging 
targets! He shared so many great tips and let us practice 
the swinging targets over and over and over! That’s really 

2011
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MGM's Junior Shooter Camp

By: Millisecond Molly (15)

what we needed! It gave us time to see how the swinging 
target moved and where our hits were going. We learned 
to follow it while it was on the move! 

Manny also stuck with my squad on the final day and 
shot the match with us. It was a blast to have such a 
great shooter demonstrate stages  and then show us the 
different options on each. He walked us through the field 
courses and gave us great strategies. And most of all, he 
stuck around in the hot sun with eight juniors all day, and 
we all had the best time! Thanks so much, Manny!

I’ve shot a shotgun, a revolver, .22 pistols, and rifles. 
I’ve even fired an AR-15 a few times. But you know what 
I haven’t done before this weekend? Hit a target at 100 
yards with an AR-15. Matt Burkett showed us the basics 
of the AR-15 for those of us (myself) who hadn’t learned 
anything from where the safety was to how to pull back 
the slide. Yes, I was that new to the rifle. It was really 
neat to be able to try shooting from different positions; 
standing, kneeling, prone. First I was nervous with 
something almost totally new for me, but by the end I 
was having just as much fun as everyone else, plinking 
away at those far targets!

Shooting a barricade can be totally different depending 
on the person. Some people can see over the barricade. 
Other people, like female and junior shooters, have 
to lean a little far over to see the targets. It has always 
been a struggle for me to find the best angle, the best 
foot position, everything when it comes to a barricade. 
Thankfully, there was an entire two hours where Max 
Michel taught us how to properly shoot around a 

2011
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barricade. Some of the lessons I had no idea about, such as 
sliding your foot to give you more of a view of the targets 
rather than leaning impossibly far! He had us doing fun 
drills so we could get used to hitting targets when there’s 
something obstructing your way. He covered everything, 
from how far away to stand, to where to put your feet, to 
how to hold your arms!

Randi Rogers, a prior female junior shooting champion, 
spent two-plus hours with my squad! Not only a great 
shooter, she always has a smile and a hug!  That day she 
wasn’t only giving out hugs and smiles, but giving us 
instruction on reloads!  Reloads can be one of the biggest 
ways to save time on stages. Of course, avoiding needing 
to reload is the best option, but when you do need to 
reload, it’s best to do so FAST! That’s what Randi Rogers 
taught us! As I was the only revolver in the group, she 
had to take a couple minutes to explain what I could do 
to increase my reload speed with a revolver. She even 
taught the group some IDPA reloads! That was really 
interesting to see.

At the end, she gave us time to ask her questions on 
any aspect of shooting. I had the opportunity to ask her 
about shooting one-handed. She showed the group a 
great stance to take up when shooting with one hand. 
Put the leg of the side you’re shooting with forward 
(right-handed, right leg forward) and lean into it while 
putting the arm you aren’t using to your chest. 

By the end of camp, I felt so confident because of the 
wonderful instructors.

But that’s not the most important part. Rhonda Gibson 
of MGM targets is awesome! Thank you so much for all 
your hard work, Rhonda!  From coordinating and lining 
up extremely generous sponsors, to your generous caring 
and loving support of all the junior shooters.  The MGM 
Junior Shooting Camp is an experience that I will never 
forget! Rhonda is an amazing lady for her dedication to 
junior shooters and the shooting sport. I can’t wait for 
next year!

Above: Molly hugs her good friend and Coach Randi Rogers 
from Team GLOCK.

Bottom: All of the juniors who attended the camp with most 
of their coaches sitting down in the front.   

Go to our website at www.juniorshooters.net and type in  the search box: “Molly Minute 
at the MGM Junior Camp 2011” to see photos of participating juniors.



July 
21 – 23

2012
Parma, ID

A great experience for Junior shooters and families!
This year’s camp is Saturday, Sunday and Monday so shooters 
can stay and shoot the FNH Challenge Match and the MGM Targets 
Grand Nationals Man on Man shoot off, all in one week - A great family vacation! 

www.juniorshootercamp.org  or call Rhonda at 208-344-4524
www.mgmtargets.com

Load & Make Ready!Load & Make Ready!2012 
MGM 
Junior 
Shooter 
Camp

- $260 Includes Hotel
- Limited to 60 juniors so sign up soon!  
 - MGM donates 3 cents for every paper target sold to support the junior shooters. 
 - Limited scholarships available

Proudly Sponsored by
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The Barnett crossbow 
arrived, and in no time 
Dad and I were in the 
backyard sighting it in. 
Sighting in was a breeze. 
The accuracy of this 
crossbow is unbelievable. 
We were having a great 
time, and then my little sister 
Lynzy showed up. She says, “I 
want to shoot it.” Now she does 
hunt a little. She mostly shoots her 
pink 22 rim-fire and a 22 Hornet. But 
I’m thinking, “Please go play with something else.” S h e 
insisted so Dad put a small balloon on the target, gave her 
a few instructions, she squeezed the trigger, and POP the 
balloon was history. For a second I was excited for her, and 
then I came to my senses and realized that my hunting with 
the Barnett was never going to happen! I looked at my dad 
who was grinning from ear to ear and said, “Please don’t 
let her paint it pink!” Lynzy shot several more balloons at 
various distances. 

All the whooping and hollering attracted the attention 
of my mom. Mom decides that she wants to get in on the 
action. Well, Lefty Lori was just as accurate as Lynzy and 
even more excited. Now I knew for sure that there was no 
way I was ever going to touch the Quad 400. Actually, to be 
quite honest, I was very excited to see my sister and mom 
so into the crossbow. Mom loves the outdoors, but she 

By: Ty Weaver (15)
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does not like recoil. I knew this was going 
to be the bait that she takes hold of. 

Mom ran back into the house to get the 
video camera. Dad was messing around 

taping Lynzy and me shooting Magnus 125 
Stinger Buzzcuts at balloons from 20 to 60 

yards. The video is on BowTube - search for 
Lynzy Barnett Quad 400. The Barnett shoots field 

points and 125-grain Buzzcuts to the same point of 
impact, and you better only shoot one at each bullseye 

or you will be replacing fletching or damaging bolts. By the 
way, if you happen to damage a bolt, DO NOT RE-USE IT!

The Barnett’s first trip to the field was in South Africa. 
My South Africa brother Hannes Els, owner and operator 
of Limcroma Safaris, invited our whole family to his lodge. 
He specializes in bow hunting safaris and dedicates nearly 
100,000 acres to bow hunting only. Once at camp, we met up 
with my other South Africa brother and professional hunter, 
Johan LeRoux. Johan is an outstanding person and is great 
with kids. He was very excited to learn that Lynzy and my 
mom would be hunting with the crossbow. 

As soon as we unpacked our gear, we took the Barnett to 
the target range to make sure everything was in order after 
the long trip. We all took a shot retrieving the arrow after 
each shot. All were bullseyes. Johan then says, “Can I take a 
shot?” Oh, no! I started getting flashbacks from day one. Sure 
enough, Johan falls in love with the Barnett! After many shots 

 Barnett
Quad 400

Left: Lynzy and dad. 

Lori (mom) and Lynzy.
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and jabbering, we were off to a huge blind at a waterhole. 
In no time critters were everywhere. A few monkeys came 
in, and Johan looked at me with a big smile on his face and 
pointed at my mom. I shook my head yes, and Dad flipped on 
the camera. Johan set Mom up on the shooting sticks, and 
she put the crosshairs on the biggest monkey. Just as she was 
ready to squeeze the trigger, the monkey moved. They played 
the monkey moving game for 15 minutes, and finally the bolt 
is on its way and monkey hair flies everywhere. Mom was 
pumped, her first animal and the Barnett. 

We remained in the blind because impala was next on 
the list. Just before sunset I spotted an impala, and Johan 
confirmed that it was a great ram. We all turned to look at 
mom, and she said, “My turn again?” She was up and ready 
in no time flat. The big ram walked right in to get a drink of 
water perfectly broadside. In my mind I kept saying, “Shoot 
Mom, shoot already.” impala are quick drinkers, and they do 
not hang around long. Mom squeezes the trigger, and the 
ram jumps straight up in the air and bolts. The Stinger passed 
through, and as the impala was running off, I could see the 
blood flying. We all knew the ram would not go far. We quickly 
exited the blind and followed a massive blood trail to a trophy 
ram. Mom was hooked! We celebrated and took some great 
pictures. That’s when my sister said, “My turn tomorrow!” I 
bit my lip.

Everybody was very excited for mom when we returned to 
camp. She told the story many times, always with a big smile 

on her face. You can watch the video on www.bowtube.com 
(look up Lynzy Barnett Quad 400). After a great Limcroma 
Safari gourmet meal and a sit around the fire, we turned 
in for the night. We were all saying our goodnights when 
Lynzy reminded us that tomorrow was her turn to shoot.

The next morning we had a quick breakfast and off to 
the blind with Lynzy behind the Barnett. We weren’t in 
the blind long when several warthogs came in. My sister’s 
favorite animal is a pig, but that didn’t stop her from taking 
a warthog. The wind was swirling, and the warthogs were 
catching our scent. This made them very nervous which 
caused them to move a bunch. They actually looked like 
frogs hopping around out there. Lynzy was patient, and 
she stayed ready on the shooting sticks. When the big 
boar turned broadside, she squeezed the trigger, and the 
Magnus Buzzcut smashed right through the boar. He rolled 
over and took off. She was super excited and ready to go 
get her trophy! Johan, dad, and I were discussing the shot 
placement. The bolt was so fast that we just could not be 
sure of a good hit. So we told Lynzy that we must wait two 
hours before we start tracking. If you are not 100 percent 
sure of your hit, you should always wait before you take up 
the track to give the animal time to lie down. 

After an hour, Lynzy was about to drive us crazy, and 
it suddenly dawned on me that I have the shot on video 
and can slow down the footage. Even at slow motion, the 
bolt was moving like lightning, but after many reviews, we 
determined a great hit. We started tracking, and it wasn’t 
long before we came upon half of Lynzy’s trophy warthog. 
Yes, half. You see, the circle of life in Africa can be very short. 
The jackals found the old boar before we did. Luckily, the 
front half was untouched, and we could salvage the cape 
for a shoulder mount for my sister’s room. I do taxidermy 
work now, and I will mount it for her. She will be excited.

We took the warthog back to camp to show mom. Mom 
did not think the half of warthog was all that beautiful. 
Actually, mom doesn’t think a whole warthog is all that 
beautiful. She said, “They have a look that only their 
mother would love.” She didn’t say that real convincingly 
either, and then the discussion of the mounted head came 
up…we will hang it up while she is not home and surprise 
her.  That trick works every time!

Okay, Lynzy’s hunt is done so tomorrow will be my 
turn with the Barnett! Just about the time that I get that 
thought in my head, Lynzy comes up with this comment, 
“Well, tomorrow I get to shoot something with horns.” It 
caught me by surprise that I froze for a second, lost for 
words which gave Johan enough time to say, “You got it, 
my little African Huntress.” I’m thinking “African Huntress, 
you’re kidding me! African Huntress?” It was cool to listen 

 Barnett
Quad 400

Above: The Barnett Quad 400 crossbow.

Above: Lynzy, Ty, and Lori with Lori’s Impala.
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to Lynzy tell her story to everyone ten times each. She was very proud of her 
accomplishment, and I was very proud of her. She is turning out to be quite 
the little African Huntress! Johan’s little Jack Russell tracking dog named Jasper 
took a real liking to Lynzy, and Lynzy almost turned it into a cat by petting it so 
much around the fire. She even told Jasper the story about her warthog!

Well, the next day put us in a blind that just looked great, and sure enough, 
it did not take long before critters were everywhere. A lone impala walked in, 
and Lynzy was ready. The impala was super close. I’m talking eight yards! When 
she squeezed the trigger, the bolt hit the impala high through the spine. The 
Magnus Stinger Buzzcut sailed right through, and the impala went down and 
stayed down! Needless to say, we were excited! I will never get the Barnett 
back!

When you read this article, you may get the feeling that I pick or fuss at my 
sister, but actually we have a great relationship. I am very proud of her, and I 
love spending time with her in the outdoors. Take notice, I said “in the outdoors” 
because most times you cannot talk much while hunting. At home, wow, it’s a 
different story; she never shuts up! Just kidding, Sis. I love ya!

A Barnett crossbow is a great way to introduce folks to hunting, especially 
kids and ladies, due to zero recoil or muzzle blast. The Barnett crossbow is the 
only weapon that my mom and sister want to hunt with. The Magnus Stinger 
Buzzcuts fly like field points and kill like dynamite. Thank you, Limcroma Safaris! 
www.Limcroma.com

Your buddy,
Ty Weaver
Tyweaver13@yahoo.com
“Every kid is waiting to be invited outdoors.” “Ask them!”
      

Editor’s note: All of the meat from the animals harvested is donated to the local 
villages who need it desperately.

Above: Lynzy and 
Jasper.

Left: Magnus 
Stinger Buzzcut 
arrows.
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Gunsmithing
Reloading - Part TwoBy: Robert “Doc” Krone

RK Gunsmithing

Here is the second basic installment of reloading. Okay. So, 
we break down the steps so we know what’s going on. Let’s 
talk about metallic cartridge reloading this time, straight wall 
cases like, say .38 special, 9mm, or .45 Colt, for instance. The 
machines are all the same: pretty much, they all do the same 
things to the cases, and we’ll talk about them another time.

First, safety; right? Glasses, light, and no distractions are 
imperative. Yeah, yeah, you might be tired of hearing it, but 
safety is the most important item in reloading, as well as 
shooting. Remember these things are not only flammable in 
their component form but can go BANG.

Even with brand new brass, which is the empty casing, it 
must be sized and squeezed down to fit in the cylinder or 
chamber. Just make sure you RESIZE your brass all the way 
down with the bottom of the resizing die just barely touching 
the shell plate. (That’s what holds the shell.) Again, remember 
we are talking about straight-walled cases. There are a ton of 
other types of reloading and components so work with me 
here, parents.

Generally, along with resizing comes DECAPPING: removing 
the spent primer from the fired casing. Most of the time, this 
step is automatic, and it occurs during the resizing process. 
Once a primer has fired and there is NO more chance of a 
bang out of it, no worries. If you reload enough, you can save 
all your spent primers and fill a range pad/rest to sight in 
guns. Cool idea, huh? Recycle cartridge parts to reuse. Kind 
of green, huh?

Second is replacing the spent primer with a fresh one, 
pressed in from the bottom, open end up, like a cup going 
into the bottom of the case. Use consistent pressure here as 
these are the things that DO go bang. Been there, done that, 
scared the you know what out of me. Just smooth is how you 
go. You want the new primer to be even with the bottom of 
the case, no lumps or bumps.

Third, we put powder in the case, and we use a recent 
reloading manual and stay within book specs. This is NOT 
the time to get creative with Uncle Bubba’s reloading recipe 
of scoop-up powder ‘til it’s full and smash the bullet on top. 
I repeat: DON’T do that! Measure your charge, and place 
in case carefully. Smokeless powder is what we are using, 
nothing else. Smokeless powder burns; it does NOT explode.

Fourth, we seat our bullet, the actual projectile, in the 
case. To do this, you need to FLARE the case mouth ever so 
slightly to accept the bullet. Normal three die sets have this 
feature, and it is usually accomplished during the power-
loading process. Go easy, just flare a little to rest the bullet in 
there. Place your seating die in your press and adjust down 
enough to just touch the top of the bullet. Then use the fine 
dial adjustment on the top to seat the bullet to book spec 
depth or to the CANNELURE, the stripped ring around the 
component bullet. No cannelure, no worries. Measure the 
depth with a measuring tool of some sort, again following 
book specifications or have a factory round handy to copy the 
length.

Fifth, and last, is crimping the bullet in the case. Again, most 
three die sets do both, seat and crimp. And this may take 
some trial and error, but you want to only slightly crimp the 
case mouth on the bullet or in the cannelure. Roll crimp for 
revolver rounds; taper crimp for semi-autos. Crimp just a bit. 
Too much, and it will be hard to chamber, and your pressure 
in the round might increase too much. Too little crimp and 
the bullet may move forward in the cylinder or chamber and 

jam up the gun and might drop the pressure of the round 
sufficiently to cause ignition issues. Now after all that handle-
pulling, measuring, and powder-weighing, you have a loaded 
round to go shoot....Yeah! 

Add more materials, repeat as needed, and you are 
reloading, saving money, and jumping your satisfaction level 
up to a new level.

Shoot safe, and we’ll talk soon.
Editor’s note: Always read the reloading press’s instructions, 

and always use a reloading manual!

Top: Four dies in a Dillon 550 reloading press. The first die is 
used for the full resizing and decapping stages. The second 
die has the powder container on it (only bottom shown) and it 
flares the top of the case and releases the powder measured 
from the container. The third die seats the bullet. The fourth 
die crimps the bullet on the cannelure. 

Lower left: A case from the second die with the top flared and 
powder loaded sitting on top of a completed cartridge. The 
case next  to it shows the new primer has been seated. 

Lower right: The case on the left has the bullet in place waiting 
to be seated showing the cannelure and lube. The one on the 
right is a finished case. All cases and bullets shown are .45 
Colt.
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USA

By: Brianna Rachinski (14) 

Rifle Team

WANTEDYoung Eagles

Naturally, I was very excited when I heard the news that I made the 
U25 National Team, the Young Eagles, who will be traveling to the World 
Championships in Australia this October. It has been my dream for 2-1/2 
years, as soon as I started shooting a match rifle. At age 14, it’s still hard 
for me to imagine that I have the opportunity to learn from and shoot 
alongside the best long-range shooters and coaches the United States 
has to offer. We use a bolt-action firearm that is shot in courses of fire 
that vary from 300-1,000 yards. I shoot in the prone position, which is 
lying down on your stomach. When you are shooting a match rifle, you 
don’t use a front or rear rest; you have a sling that attaches to the gun 
and wraps around the arm which is padded by a heavy shooting jacket. 
The shooting jacket is for support, since we can’t use any rests. On a 
match rifle you shoot with iron sights, yes, even at 1,000 yards. Match 
rifles are very adjustable; you can adjust about anything perfectly to fit 
you. This adjustability helps minimize the recoil of the firearm.

   When I first started shooting competitively, I didn’t even know what 
a match rifle was; I was shooting F-Class. In F-Class, you use a front and 
rear rest and have a scope on the gun. At my first match, 12 years old, I 
broke four national records at 500 yards with my .223 F-Class rifle. I was 
very competitive and had the drive to perform well, which was a quality 
my dad saw in me. 

  Soon after I broke the records, I joined the Bad Apples, the Washington 
State Junior Highpower Rifle Team. The administrator of this team, Ken 
Littlefield, has helped me out tremendously. He has let me borrow two 
of his match rifles and put a new barrel on one of them. The other juniors 
on the team have been very positive and given me lots of advice since I started shooting at the age of 12. Everyone has 
been so willing to help me learn about this sport and teach me what they know. It has been a wonderful experience for me 
to travel with the WA Junior Team and shoot all over the nation. 

   I traveled to my first long-range match in Arizona when I was 13. In a long-range match, you shoot 800, 900, and 
1,000 yards. Since then, I have fallen in love with the sport even more. In May of 2010, I was on the winning team at the 
Washington State Long-Range Championship, and had the highest score of every team shooter. I had so much fun at the 
match and learned tons from shooting there. 

  In August of 2010, I traveled to Port Clinton, Ohio, to compete in the National Championships at Camp Perry. It was 
amazing to see some of the nation’s best shooters, get to meet them, and shoot alongside them. The following month, I 
traveled to the NRA Whittington Center in Raton, New Mexico, with the U25 National Development Team. This was for the 
2010 Full-bore National Championships, which is different from long-range in that the course of fire is 300, 500, 900, and 
1,000 yards. Both of those national championships served as the tryouts for the 2011 USA Young Eagles Rifle Team. We 
were scored by our elevation shots (in the team matches) to see how good we were at holding our elevation. I made first 
alternate, which meant that if somebody could not make it, then I was going. 

About nine months later, my dad got a phone call. Someone could not go. I was chosen to be on the Young Eagles U25 
National Team going to the World Championships! At first I was in shock. Then it 
finally hit me: I just had my number one dream come true. 

People have been so generous to me since I have started shooting. Many shooters 
have given me great advice that I have taken to heart, and it has really helped 
my shooting. My parents and others have been so supportive! Mr. Littlefield has 
supported me with two rifles, a new Krieger barrel, and put me on the Washington 
junior high power team. I would not be where I am today without him. I have 
been given a brand new Warner #2 rear sight by a local shooter, Mr. Shiraz Balolia. 
Benchmark Barrels gave me a great barrel for my new gun. Mac Tilton (MT Guns) 
sold me a Barnard action at the old price for my new gun, and did tons of work on 
my gun for free. In this shooting game, most everyone that I’ve met has been so 
nice and willing to help me with anything.
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Kid’s Gear - Gift Guide
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SOG knives and tools are a great present for responsible juniors. Their multi-tool has gear-
driven assist and comes with just about every tool imagined. The Aegis Digi Camo folding 
knife is power assisted, has a very sharp blade, and a pocket slide. The small, lightweight 
combination sharpener and fire starter is an excellent choice to carry with you outdoors. 

Together, these make a great combination and they are Gunny  Approved! 
www.sogknives.com

Above left: Brownells AR-15 cleaning kit and 
case also has brushes for almost all calibers and 
is great to pitch into your bag on the way to 
the range or on a hunt. Above right: Brownells 
cleaning guide rod ensures that your cleaning 
rod doesn’t damage the inside of the barrel. 

This one is for a .223. www.brownells.com

Above: There are many occasions when I just like a single 
pistol rod I can attach a brush to. Brownells carries a nice 

one and they are inexpensive. www.brownells.com
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SOG knives and tools are a great present for responsible juniors. Their multi-tool has gear-
driven assist and comes with just about every tool imagined. The Aegis Digi Camo folding 
knife is power assisted, has a very sharp blade, and a pocket slide. The small, lightweight 
combination sharpener and fire starter is an excellent choice to carry with you outdoors. 

Together, these make a great combination and they are Gunny  Approved! 
www.sogknives.com

ATK’s Gunslick products are really great, and each junior that 
participates in the shooting sports needs their own. This is the 
rifle set with all the calibers needed. It has a belt loop and can 

also fit on a molle vest www.gunslick.com

Rudy Project shooting glasses are about the best shooting glasses you 
can get. What is really nice about them is that they can come as a 
prescription set. There are a few juniors who need to wear glasses and 
putting a pair of shooting glasses over your regular everyday glasses is 
not that comfortable. This is a great option and easy to do. Go to www.
juniorshooters.net and click on the 25% off ad on the left sidebar to get 

your junior discount!

Left: A good 
punch set is a nice 
addition to your 
gunsmithing tools 
when you are 
working on your 
guns. It really 
comes in handy, 
and the one 
from Brownells is 
excellent. www.
brownells.com



Firefield also carries molded picatinny rail covers which are easy to 
install and protect the hands. Shown here on the STAG Arms Model 
3 .223 with a Swarovski Z6i scope on a WARNE RAMP mount.

64 www.juniorshooters.net

Firefield 
has some 

e x c e l l e n t 
products you might 

want to look at that 
are very reasonably priced. 

Above: a  2.5-10x40 scope with 
a red laser as well as a Ballistic 
Drop Compensator (BDC). This, 
combined with a .223 cartridge 
bore sight, makes for a very 
nice optics package. The laser 
is fully adjustable to bring the 
dot to point-of-aim (shown 
without adjustment), and the 
scope mounts directly onto a 

picatinny rail. Shown here mounted on FNH’s SCAR-16. www.fire-field.com

More ...



ATK’s RCBS Rockchucker set with press, scale, powder measure, reloading 
tray, and primer tray make an outstanding Christmas gift. www.rcbs.com.

ATK’s RCBS 
Rockchucker reloading set.

65Volume 10 Winter 2011

Firefield’s cartridge bore sight is an 
excellent tool. It really helps in adjusting 
your sights. This one is in .223 caliber 
and was used in the garage before ever 
going to the range.

Firefield’s tactical flashlight mounts equally well on a rifle’s 
rail (SCAR-16) or on a pistol (GLOCK-17 4th Generation).



THE NEW MODEL 3

Choose your configuration

Add the accessories

The world’s best optic and accessory ready carbine
featuring the ever expandable V-RS Modular Rail platform

FEATURES

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile device

Highly Customizable
Fast Configuration Changes
Adaptable To Any Application

 www.stagarms.com

stag arms
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Private investigator Cy Lane 
must stop the Elymais coin 
from being used as part of 
a subversive plot against 
the United States – from its 
most vulnerable point – the 

presidency
www.johnhmanhold.com

www.amazon.com
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